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Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )M Responsive to communication(s) filed on 08 February 2006 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)KI This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1-29 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) E3 Claim(s) 1-29 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) KI The drawing(s) filed on 08 February 2006 is/are: a)^ accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1 .121 (d). 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 
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2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . This communication is responsive to the amendment filed on 2/8/06. 
Accordingly, claims 1-29 are currently pending in this application. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

r 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1- 29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Thomas et al. (US 2005/0198063) in view of Prehn (US 2003/01 17280). 
Regarding claims 1 and 15, Thomas teaches a router (local computer located within 
home 102; Fig. 1) for interfacing with a home automation system comprising: means for 
receiving a control signal from a remote computer via Internet notifications (page 7, 
paragraphs 78 and 83), the control signal received by the router via a communications 
network (page 7, paragraph 79; facilitated by the Internet); means for transmitting the 
control signal to at least one appliance to control the appliance in accordance with the 
control signal (page 8, paragraph 90); and means for transmitting a reply to the remote 
computer via Internet notifications regarding a status of the appliance (page 7, 
paragraphs 78 and 82; status information displayed at the remote computer). 
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Thomas teaches sending control signals and transmitting replies via Internet 
notifications, but does not explicitly disclose the Internet notification as an instant 
messenger application. 

However, it is known in the art that an instant messenger application is a type of 
Internet notification. 

Furthermore, Prehn discloses a home automation system incorporating instant 
messaging (page 4, paragraph 22). 

In view of this, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art to include an 
instant messenger application, for the purpose of providing real-time communication, 
with an immediate response regarding the status of the appliance. 
Regarding claims 2 and 16, Thomas teaches the control signal transmitting means 
configured to transmit the control signal to the appliance in accordance with a 
standardized home automation interface (page 2, paragraph 18). 
Regarding claims 3 and 17, Thomas teaches the router further comprising: means for 
interfacing with the appliance via a home automation system interface unit configured to 
control a plurality of appliances, the interfacing means compatible with a standardized 
home automation interface (page 2, paragraph 18). 

Regarding claims 4 and 18, Thomas teaches the home automation system interface 
unit is a transceiver configured to control the plurality of appliances (page 2, paragraph 
18). 

Regarding claims 5 and 19, Thomas teaches Internet notifications between a remote 
and local computer, which requires access or logging on to the system. 
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Thomas fails to explicitly disclose means for logging onto an instant messenger 
server; and means for functioning as an instant messenger client to receive the control 
signal. 

However, Prehn teaches logging onto an instant messenger server; and means 
for functioning as an instant messenger client to receive the control signal (page 4, 
paragraph 22). 

In view of this, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art to log into an 
instant messenger server, for the purpose of communicating in a real-time manner. 
Regarding claims 6 and 20, the combined system of Thomas and Prehn teach a home 
automation service including an instant messenger application. Thomas further teaches 
the router further comprising: means for receiving an event signal from the appliance 
(page 7, paragraphs 81 and 82); and means for transmitting a message to the remote 
computer via Internet notifications regarding the event signal from the appliance (page 
7, paragraphs 78 and 82). 

Thomas teaches transmitting a message via Internet notifications, but does not 
explicitly disclose the Internet notification as an instant message. 

However, it is known in the art that an instant message is a type of Internet 
notification. 

Furthermore, Prehn discloses transmitting instant messages (page 4, paragraph 

22). 

In view of this, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art to transmit 
instant messages, for the purpose of providing real-time communication. 
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Regarding claims 7 and 21 , the combined system of Thomas and Prehn teach a router 
and means for transmitting a message to the instant messenger application. 

Thomas and Prehn fail to explicitly disclose maintaining a firewall in the router. 

However, it is well known in the art that firewalls can be implemented in routers. 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art to maintain a firewall in 
the router; and means for transmitting a message to the instant messenger application 
through the firewall wall, in order to provide a secure means of transmitting messages 
through the use of an instant messenger service. 

Regarding claim 8, Thomas teaches a router (local computer located within home 102; 
Fig. 1 ) for interfacing with a home automation system via a communications network, 
comprising: a network interface for communicating with a communications network (Fig. 
1 ; page 2, paragraph 18); a home automation system interface for communicating with 
a home automation system (Fig. 1; located within home 102; page 2, paragraph 18); 
and a computer system for executing computer readable code (page 9, paragraph 101), 
the computer system having a processor coupled to a memory (page 9, paragraph 101; 
processor must exist to execute instructions), the memory having computer readable 
code which when executed by the processor causes the router to implement the method 
described above in the rejection of claim 1. Furthermore, Thomas teaches the control 
signal transmitted to the appliance via the home automation system interface (page 8, 
paragraph 90; located Within home 102). 

Regarding claim 9, the same limitations are taught in the rejection of claim 2. 
Regarding claim 10, the same limitations are taught in the rejection of claim 3. 
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Regarding claim 11, the same limitations are taught in the rejection of claim 4. 
Regarding claim 12, the same limitations are taught in the rejection of claim 5. 
Regarding claim 13, the same limitations are taught in the rejection of claim 6. 
Regarding claim 14, the same limitations are taught in the rejection of claim 7. 
Regarding claim 22, Thomas teaches an Internet as the communications network (Fig. 
1, Internet 104). 

Regarding claim 23, Thomas teaches a computer readable media having computer 
readable code which when executed by a processor of a router causes the router to 
implement a method for interfacing with a home automation system via a 
communications network (page 9, paragraph 101). The combined method of Thomas 
and Prehn further teach the same limitations described in the rejection of claim 1 . 
Regarding claim 24, the same limitations are taught in the rejection of claim 2. 
Regarding claim 25, the same limitations are taught in the rejection of claim 3. 
Regarding claim 26, the same limitations are taught in the rejection of claim 4. 
Regarding claim 27, the same limitations are taught in the rejection of claim 5. 
Regarding claim 28, the same limitations are taught in the rejection of claim 6. 
Regarding claim 29, the same limitations are taught in the rejection of claim 7. 
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Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant should submit an argument under the heading "Remarks" pointing out 
disagreements with the examiner's contentions. Applicant must also discuss the 
references applied against the claims, explaining how the claims avoid the references or 
distinguish from them. 

4. In June 2004, the USPTO ceased mailing paper copies of cited U.S. patents and 
U.S. patent application publications with all Office actions. See "USPTO to Provide 
Electronic Access to Cited U.S. Patent References with Office Actions and Cease 
Supplying Paper Copies," 1282 O.G. 109 (May 18, 2004). Foreign patent documents 
and non-patent literature will continue to be provided to the applicant on paper. 

All U.S. patents and U.S. patent application publications are available free of 
charge from the USPTO web site (www.uspto.gov/patft/index.html), for a fee from the 
Office of Public Records (http://ebiz1 .uspto.gov/oems25p/index.html), and from 
commercial sources. Copies are also available at the Patent and Trademark Depository 
Libraries (PTDLs). A list of the PTDLs may be found on the USPTO web site 
(www.uspto.gov/web/offices/ac/ido/ptdl/ptdlib_1 .html). Additionally, a new feature in the 
Office's Private Patent Application Information Retrieval system (PAIR), E-Patent 
Reference, is available for downloading and printing of U.S. patents and U.S. patent 
application publications cited in U.S. Office Actions. 



STEPS TO USE THE E-PATENT REFERENCE FEATURE 

Access to Private PAIR is required to utilize E-Patent Reference. If you do not 
already have access to Private PAIR, the Office urges practitioners and applicants 
not represented by a practitioner to: (1 ) obtain a no-cost USPTO Public Key 
Infrastructure (PKI) digital certificate; (2) obtain a USPTO customer number; (3) 
associate all of their pending and new application filings with their customer number; 
(4) install free software (supplied by the Office) required to access Private PAIR and 
the E-Patent Reference; and (5) make appropriate arrangements for Internet access. 

Instructions for performing the 5 steps: 

Step 1: Full instructions for obtaining a PKI digital certificate are available at the Office's 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) web page (www.uspto.gov/ebc/downloads.html). 
Note that a notarized signature will be required to obtain a digital certificate. 
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Step 2: To get a Customer Number, download and complete the Customer Number 
Request form, PTO-SB/1 25, from the USPTO web site 

(www.uspto.gov/web/forms/sb0125.pdf). The completed form can be transmitted by 
facsimile to the Patent Electronic Business Center at (571) 273-0177, or mailed to the 
address on the form. If you are a registered attorney or agent, your registration number 
must be associated with your customer number. This association is accomplished by 
adding your registration number to the Customer Number Request form. 

Step 3: A description of associating a customer number with the correspondence 
address of an application is described at the EBC Web page 
(www.uspto.gov/ebc/registration_pair. html). 

Step 4: The software for electronic filing is available for downloading at 
www.uspto.gov/ebc. Users can also contact the EFS Help Desk at (571 ) 272-4100 and 
request a copy of the software on compact disc. Users will also need Adobe Acrobat 
Reader, which is available through a link from the USPTO web site. 

Step 5: Internet access will be required which applicants may obtain through a supplier 
of their own choice. As images of large documents must be downloaded, high-speed 
Internet access is recommended. 

The E-Patent Reference feature is accessed using a button on the Private PAIR 
screen. Ordinarily all of the cited U.S. patent and U.S. patent application publication 
references will be available over the Internet using the Office's new E-Patent Reference 
feature. The size of the references to be downloaded will be displayed by E-Patent 
Reference so the download time can be estimated. Applicants and registered 
practitioners can select to download all of the references or any combination of cited 
references. Selected references will be downloaded as complete documents in Portable 
Document Format (PDF). The downloaded documents can be viewed and printed using 
commercially available software, such as ADOBE® READER®. ADOBE® READER® 
is available free of charge from Adobe Systems Incorporated 
(www.adobe.com/products/acrobat/readermain.html). 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Rhonda Murphy whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
3185. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 8:00 - 4:30pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chau Nguyen can be reached on (571) 272-3126. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Rhonda Murphy 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2616 
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CHAU NGUYEN 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2600 



